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WAG is challenging farmers
and landowners across East
Anglia to dig or restore wildlife
ponds on their land with the
offer of free advice, and, in some
areas, funding towards pond works. The
challenge is FWAG’s response to the
worrying loss of clean water habitats
throughout the UK.
Pond loss is often due to development
but also occurs naturally as neglected
ponds fill with soil sediments and organic
matter. Of the ponds that remain, many
are in poor condition, suffering from
pollution from arable and road run off or
other disturbance by human beings.
Whether lost to development, neglect
or pollution, our ponds are disappearing
from the landscape at an alarming rate. It
is estimated that the UK lost around 50%
of its ponds in the 20th century alone.
The good news is that considerate and
sensitive restoration, carried out at the
right time of year, can bring such ponds
back into good habitat condition for
numerous species. Even newly created
ponds can deliver huge benefits to wildlife
as they are often rapidly colonised by
aquatic plants and animals.
Recent research confirms that such
pond habitats are a vital and undervalued

FWAG East helped create this pond at Thurlow

resource for farm wildlife. A study by
University College London showed that
the careful management of existing ponds
has been proven to increase the species
richness and abundance of visiting
farmland birds, including several UK
conservation priority species.
Beyond the numerous birds, reptiles
and amphibians healthy ponds support,
they are also vital for beneficial predatory
insects such a hoverflies, ground and rove
beetles as well as many pollinating insects,
which represents a win-win for farmers.
Lucy Jenkins, coordinating the
campaign for FWAG East, said: “Ponds
are biodiversity hot spots in the landscape
and they work hard for farmers by
supporting beneficial wildlife.
“We are calling on the farming
community to come together and reverse
pond loss by restoring or creating wildlife
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ponds in appropriate locations on their
land. We are especially interested in
creating shallow-profile, clean water
wildlife ponds which are proven to
support the most wildlife, including
protected species such as the great
crested newt.”
FWAG has helped restore and create
more than fifty ponds across the region
to date. Some of the ponds created
will qualify for funding under Natural
England’s district level licensing scheme,
which FWAG is helping to deliver. Even
if ponds do not qualify for this funding,
FWAG can offer a free wildlife pond
design plan along with advice on:
• the best place to locate ponds on
farmland
• advice on how to build and maintain
the pond
• the best time to restore and create
ponds
• the most sensitive approach to pond
restoration
• how to ‘plant up’ ponds and
surrounding land
• how to integrate ponds with existing
or future agri-environment schemes
FWAG can also offer pond site
visits (these are free if our desk-based
assessment suggests your pond may
qualify for the DLL scheme). If you are
interested in creating or restoring a pond
on your land, please contact FWAG East.
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